Practical Ideas for Leading Family Worship:

KEEP IT SHORT

If things are going well, you can always keep the conversation going, but the goal should be brevity.
If you make a discussion too long, it will become tedious and can actually turn your kids away from

God. This time should be an overflow of all the Scripture, prayer, and discussion going on in the rest
of your lives—not the only place where it happens.

READ

Most importantly, family worship is a time for Scripture. Make sure to read small chunks, maybe
only a verse or two, at a time and then unpack it together. You can go through a book of the Bible,
pick a verse that applies to the day’s events, or choose something topical. The important thing here
is connecting Scripture to life in a way that your kids can understand. For younger kids, the The
Jesus Storybook Bible is pretty hard to beat.

PRAY

Everyone should pray together. Thank God for what he has done and how he has provided. Take
requests. Pray for each other. Pray for your city and specific lost people in your lives. Remember that
you are building a rhythm, which is just as important as any specific prayer.

SING

It doesn’t matter if you can play an instrument or your voice curdles milk—we should all sing songs
to God. Scripture is full of song, and our families should be as well. Truth be told, you are probably
more of the problem with this than your kids. Young kids naturally sing all the time without any
self-consciousness. Get over your hang-ups and desire for perfection and just sing together. My girls
and | are making family songbooks as a creative project,and they're stoked.

KEEP IT REGULAR
The sum is greater than the parts. You will have off days. You will miss days. You may even question
your call to ministry. Whatever happens, just keep at it and God will make you equal to the task.

OLDER KIDS SET THE EXAMPLE

If your oldest kid is not engaged, your younger ones will follow. Challenge your oldest children to
set the example for their siblings. Give them a bit of ownership and a role in how you structure
these times, and it will be a huge help.

(Taken from marshillchurch.org)
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